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FROM PASTOR DAVE 
 

 Lillian Lobdell was a member of the Little Cooley U. M. 
Churchða small country church in Crawford County (the place I be-
gan my ministry).  Lillian was a matriarch of that church.  She was 
well-respected, yet very humble.  The church, and serving the Lord, 
were her life.  She was active in every area of the church:  missions, 
revivals, Sunday school teacher (children and nursery), fellowship 
events and dinners, United Methodist Women, Bible Studyéamong 
many other things.  Iôm not sure that a complete list could be made 
of all the things she did in and for the church.  As we would later find 
out, there was so much more she did that nobody knew about.  But 
that was Lillian.  She never took the credit, never needed to be rec-
ognized or thanked, never needed to stand up front and make an 
announcement or give the directions.  She was a giver, the epitome 
of ñprayers, presence, gifts, and service.ò 
 
 Early one Sunday morning, shortly after being taken to the 
hospital, Lillian died.  I had found out during the service from a 
phone call her daughter-in-law made to the church.  At the conclu-
sion of the worship service, I had to make the announcement.  Not 
only could you hear a pin drop, you could also hear the congregation 
ñdeflateòðthe ñwind just left their sails.ò 
 
 But as difficult as her death was, the funeral dinner was 
equally as hardéand confusing.  Actually, there was no funeral din-
ner.  The family didnôt want one.  To this day I donôt know why.  Iôm 
guessing that nobody else does either.  For all that Lillian did and 
gave to that church; for the countless hours of service she gave; for 
the sacrifices she madeéa dinner was the very least we could do for 
her family.  For us, preparing and serving a dinner was our way of 
showing our gratitude, respect, and appreciation for all that Lillian 
meant to us.  She showed us Jesus in all the things she did and said.  
But the family said, ñno thanks.ò  The funeral wasnôt even held in the 
church.  I just didnôt get it. 
 
       Continued 



 There is a point to this story ðit goes like this:  most of us are far better at giving than we are at re-
ceiving.  We love to give, but itôs hard for us to receive.  In fact, we donôt even like to ask.  If thereôs a needð
we give.  Weôve been very supportive of and very generous toward missions, the food pantry, prison ministry, 
flood buckets, health kits, groceries, and monetary offerings.  Weôre great givers.  Itôs something we do well.  
  
 You know how you feel when you give.  You know what itôs like to write a check, put some money in a 
card, shop for a particular person (look for a particular gift), or make something with your own hands.  You 
love to watch a friend or loved one open the envelope or tear the gift wrap off a box.  You wait with anticipa-
tion to see the surprise, or the look of delight on their face.  You savor the gratitude:  how thankful they are, 
how much your thoughtfulness means to them, how itôs ñjust what (theyôve) always wanted.ò 
 
 The best gifts are those not given out of obligation, but out of joy and generosity; out of love.  You 
know how you feel when you have the opportunity to give.  Why not allow someone else to have that same 
feeling of joy.  Be a good receiver.  Allow someone to share what they have and who they are with you.  Open 
up your hands, your arms, your heart to the love of others.  
 
 And by the way, Christmas is right around the cornerðthe season of giving.  And as always, letôs not 
forget the biggest, most generous giver of all.  God is in the giving business.  

òFor God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whosoever believes in him will not perish, but 

have eternal lifeó  (John 3:16). 

 

 And forasmuch as the Bible tells of Godôs giving, it also reminds us that we need to be good receivers: 

òYet to all who received him (Jesus), to those who believed in his  name, he gave  the right to become chil-

dren of Godó  (John 1:12). 

 òReceive the Holy Spirit!ó (John 20:22) 

 òYou will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on youêó  (Acts 1:8) 

òRepent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  

And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spiritó  (Acts 2:38) 

 òDid you receive the Holy Spirit?ó  (Acts 19:2). 

 

 In the end, thatôs really what itôs going to come down to.  God is going to ask us if weôve received the 
gift heôs given us; the gift of his Son Jesus Christ.  Heôs hoping we have, but God will never force his Son on 
anyone.  Itôs a ñreceivingò decision we have to make on our own.  Itôs a ñreceivingò decision that will mean the 
difference between life and death in eternity.  
 
 This season, in the midst of your ñmaking a list and checking it twiceò of all the people you need to buy 
for and give toðtake a moment to remember the One who is offering you the most awesome; the most won-
derful gift of all ðhis Son Jesus Christðborn to be our Savior, to forgive us of our sins and to free us from the 
stronghold that Satan has on us.  Died and risen so that we would no longer have to fear, but instead we can 
look forward in hope and anticipation to living forever in his Kingdom.  
  
 What does it take to begin a relationship with God?  The following principles will explain how you can 
personally begin a relationship with God, right now, through Jesus Christé 
 
Principle 1:  God loves you and offers a wonderful plan for your life.  
 
 God's Love  ð "God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
 Him shall not perish, but have eternal life."   John 3:16 (NIV)  
 
 God's Plan  ð [Christ speaking] "I came that they might have life, and might have it abundantly" [that 
 it might be full and meaningful].   John 10:10       Continued 
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Principle 2:   All of us sin and our sin has  separated us from God.  

 We Are Sinful  ð "All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God."  Romans 3:23  

 We Are Separated  ð "The wages of sin is death" [spiritual separation from God].   Romans 6:23  

Principle 3:   Jesus Christ is God's only provision for our sin. Through Him we can know and experi-
ence God's love and plan for our life.  

 He Died in Our Place  ð "God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, 
 Christ died for us."   Romans 5:8 

 He Rose From the Dead  ð "Christ died for our sins...He was buried...He was raised on the third day, 
 according to the Scriptures...He appeared to Peter, then to the twelve. After that He appeared to more 
 than five hundred..."  I Corinthians 15:3 -6 

 He Is the Only Way to God ð  "Jesus said to him, 'I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one 
 comes to the Father, but through Me.'"  John 14:6  

Principle 4:  We must individually receive Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord; then we can know and 
experience God's love and plan for our lives.  

 We Must Receive Christ  ð  "As many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children 
 of God, even to those who believe in His name."  John 1:12 

 We Receive Christ Through Faith ð  "By grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of 
 yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast."  Ephesians 2:8 -9 

 When We Receive Christ, We Experience a New Birth  

 We Receive Christ by Personal Invitation  ð   [Christ speaking] "Behold, I stand at the door and 
 knock; if any one hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him."   Revelation 3:20  

Receiving Christ involves turning to God from self (repentance) and trusting Christ to come into our lives to for-
give our sins and to make us what He wants us to be. Just to agree intellectually that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God and that He died on the cross for your sins is not enough. Nor is it enough to have an emotional experience. 
You receive Jesus Christ by faith, as an act of the will. 

You can receive Christ right now by faith through prayer.   The following is a suggested prayer:  

"Lord Jesus, I need You. Thank You for dying on the cross for my sins. I open the door of my life and receive 
You as my Savior and Lord. Thank You for forgiving my sins and giving me eternal life. Take control of the 
throne of my life. Make me the kind of person You want me to be."  

Happy Thanks -giving, Thanks -receiving and Merry Christmas,  

Pastor  David Zona    

  


