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 Itôs probably no accident (or coincidence that Christmas and New 
Years occur exactly one week apart.  Christmas is a day to celebrate the 
birth of Jesusðour Lord and Savior.  We would be grossly remiss if we did-
nôt mention the part that God showed His love to the world by coming to this 
world himselfðas an infant who would grow into an adult, who the world 
would despise and reject, and finally put to death.  The scripture tells us 
that in spite of humanities hostility toward Him, Jesus willingly (voluntarily) 
gave up His life for us.  In His infinite wisdom, God decided that it was time 
for something drastic.  Humanity had spun so out of control; we were head-
ing in the opposite direction from what God wanted us to go.  So in one last 
and final effort, God became a person (God became one of us) in the per-

son of Jesus Christ, to show us how to live our livesðin every aspect and every dimension.   
  
 There is a way we can turn our lives around.  There is a way the world can be turned around.  There is 
still hope for each of us.  There is still a light that can be seen in the midst of our darkness.  If we look at 
Christmas for what it truly isðthe time when, as the apostle Paul wrote to his friend Titus, ñthe salvation of 
God appearedò ðand we can see how far we are from where God wants us to be; and if we care at all about 
what God thinks, and about what God wantsé.along comes New Years.   I really think thereôs a reason why 
New Years comes so close to Christmas.  I donôt think weôve looked deep enough.   
 
 Most people make resolutions at New Years.  Why is that?  The New Year gives us a chance to begin 
again; to start over; to fix whatever is wrong in our lives.  You see, weôre already on the right track when we 
make a resolution(s) at New Years.  Usually a resolution comes when weôve done some reflection; when 
weôve identified the areas of our lives that need to be fixed (changed), made better, made well.  Most of the 
time our resolutions center on breaking old habits (unhealthy habits) and improving our health.  So we resolve 
to:  quit smoking, quit drinking, quit swearing, lose weight, read a book, exercise more, eat healthier, etc.  
These are all good things we do for our body and mind.  But what about our spirit?  What are we doing for our 
spiritual lives?  May I suggest a few? 
 
 Make Sunday the Lordôs Day and Honor it as the Lordôs Day.  Do we really not have an hour to 
come and learn the Bible (Sunday School), and an hour to worship the Lord?  Could we set aside our excuses 
for not coming and begin looking at the reasons we have for coming? 
 
 Make Bible reading and Bible study part of your week.  There is no substitute for the Bible.  The 
Upper Room, Guideposts, and Our Daily Bread are all wonderful devotionals, but theyôre not the Bible.  If you  
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find the Bible hard to understand, then where are you during Sunday School?  For an hour we read and 
study the Bible.  Why donôt you join us? 
 
 Put the Lord and the Church at the TOP of your giving list.   I knowðit seems like the church is 
always asking for money.  The fact is, the church has a budget.  We have operating expenses.  The church 
has been commissioned by the Lord to a task; to a work of ministry.  All of that takes money.  Folks, youôd 
be amazed at what the church can do if everyone gave, and we didnôt leave the burden to a small portion of 
the people.   
 
 Letôs make a resolution for 2012:  if you have not been a contributorðstart contributing.  If you have 
only given sporadicallyðbegin to give consistently.  If you only give when youôre hereðput aside the offer-
ing you would have given when youôre not here, and bring it with you when you return.  If youôre a consis-
tent giver, would you consider increasing your giving?   
 
 Friends, this is your church.  When you became a member (either by transfer or by profession of 
faith), you agreed (actually you made a vow to God and the congregation) to support this church.  Remem-
ber?  ñWill you support the United Methodist Church (the First United Methodist Church of Belle Vernon) 
and support it by your prayers, presence, gifts, and service?ò 
 
 I have been truly blessed in many areas of my personal life and I know that you have been blessed 
in your life also.  It has been a genuine blessing to have been assigned to be the pastor of First United 
Methodist Church of Belle Vernon and now to be pastor of the three-point charge of Belle Vernon, Mones-
sen and Webster.   
 
 Iôd simply like to encourage you to take care of your spiritual life.  Mark off Sunday morning on your 
calendar; and set your alarm clocks to wake you up.   Your spirit will thank you; and the Lord will bless you. 
 
Happy New Year everyone! 
Letôs make 2012 a blessed year ð together! 
 
Pastor Dave 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
Editorôs Note:  This message by Pastor Dave was first printed in the January-February 2006 issue of The 
Methodist Messenger.  It is reprinted here and edited (with his permission) to remind us that the same is-
sues are still as important to us now as we head into another new year.   Time is growing short for the 
Lordôs return and dear friends, we must be ready!     

JOHN WESLEYôS 
 COVENANT SERVICE 

 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 8TH 

 
A time to re-focus, re-orient, and 
re-direct our lives according to 
Godôs will and purpose.  Letôs fill 
up the pews as we gather to 
worship the Savior of the world.  
Youôll be truly blessed! 

Actions for the New Year  
If you will practice the following actions during the next 366 days, you are cer-

tain to have a happy new year. 
 
H elp others. 

Admit it when you are wrong. 

P romote Christ at every opportunity. 

P resent yourself in the best way possible to serve as an example for others. 

Yield not to temptations. 

 

Never think an unkind thought of others. 

Endeavor to work harder for the Lord. 

Weed out your bad habits with Godôs help. 

 

Yearn and pray for peace. 

Earnestly desire a stronger relationship with Christ. 

A ttend church regularly. 

Resolve to give your all for Christ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Beginning with our next issue of THE METHODIST MESSENGER newsletter, copies 
will be mailed only to those persons who do not have access to our website on the 
internet.   If this is the case, we ask that you complete the blank at the bottom of this 
ad and return it to the office for future action.  This change has come about to help 
us utilize the technology we have in place, as well as a way to save on expenses of 
office products and postage.  Copies will also be available at church for the conven-
ience of those who attend the worship services.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

www.bellevernonumc.org 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 
I donôt have access to a computer and would like to continue receiving 
my newsletter by mail or pick up a copy at church.   
 
NAME ______________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS  __________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE NUMBER _____________________________________________ 
 
BY MAIL ___________________         OBTAIN COPY AT CHURCH _______________ 

(Please check one.) 



NOTE:  The theme of this edition of THE METHODIST MESSENGER  is new beginnings in a new year! 

FOOTPRINTS 

 
One night a man had a 
dream.  In it he was walking 
along the beach with the 
Lord.  Across the sky flashed 
scenes from his life.  For each 

scene he noticed two sets of footprints in the sand, 
one belonging to him, and the other to the Lord.  
When the final scene of his life flashed before him, 
he looked back, at the footprints in the sand.  He 
noticed many times along the path of his life there 
was only one set of footprints, and realized that 
they came at the hardest and saddest times of his 
life. 
 
 Bothered by this, he questioned the Lord 
saying, ñLord, you said that once I decided to fol-
low you, youôd walk with me all the way.  But I 
have noticed that during the most burdensome 
times in my life, there is only one set of footprints.  
I donôt understand why when I needed you the 
most you would leave me.ò 
 
 The Lord replied, ñMy dear child, I love you 
and I would never leave you.  During your times of 
strife and suffering, when you see only one set of 
footprints, it was then that I carried you.ò   
 

* * * * * * * * * *  
 
NOTE:  The above poem has been a favorite of 
many people through the years.  How true it is 
that when you walk with our Lord, He is always 
there to carry you in times of distress and suffer-
ing.  Donôt start this New Year without having Him 
with you each step of the way.  Itôs the best New 
Years resolution you can make and you will 
never regret it!   

NEW YEARõS  
CELEBRATIONS 

By Dave Egner 

 
Read:  Psalm 31:14-24 

 
ñI trust in You, O Lordé.My times are in Your 

hand.ò    Psalm 31:14-15 
 

 I donôt know what your family does to bring 
in the new year, but itôs celebrated in many differ-
ent ways around the world.  
 
*  In Japan, people dress in new clothes and 

decorate their houses with bamboo and pine 
branches ð symbols of long life. 

* In Scotland, groups of friends or families get 
together for dinner at a hostôs house and ex-
change gifts soon after midnight.  

* In Greece, the children leave shoes by the fire-
place, hoping St. Basil will fill them with gifts.  

 
 For many years, my wife and I have spent 
New Yearôs Eve with friends, eating dinner together, 
playing games, and enjoying good conversation.  As 
midnight approaches, we read from the Bible and 
pray.  We thank God for the year that has passed, 
and we ask Him to use us to accomplish His will in 
our troubled, suffering world in the year ahead.  
 
 The times and seasons and years, including 
this new year, are in Godôs hand (Psalm 31:15).  As 
Christians, we have nothing to fear, for Godôs good-
ness is great (v.19).  We can walk with Christ each 
day and join the psalmist in saying, ñAs for me, I 
trust in You, O Lord; I say, ôYou are my 
Godôò (v.14). 
 

God will never fail us, He will not forsake;  
His eternal covenant He will never break, 

Resting on His promise, what have we to fear? 
God is all-sufficient for the coming year.  

ðHavergal 
 

THE FUTURE IS AS BRIGHT AS THE  
PROMISES OF GOD.    

 
(Copied from The Daily Bread devotional.) 

OFFERING  

ENVELOPES  
 

PLEASE NOTE: The Church 
Council voted at their last meeting not to bulk mail 
the offering envelopes this year for 2012 giving.  
Since your donations are very important to the 
work of our Lord and to keep your church function-
ing, we ask your cooperation in making arrange-
ments with the office to receive your envelopes.   



PRAYER CHAIN CALLS 
 

Anyone wishing to have a prayer 
request go through our prayer 
chain for immediate prayer 
should call either Arlene Weitz at 
724-929-6732 (Captain) or Nancy 
Trombino at 724-929-6718 (Co-
Captain) to get the prayer started.  
If neither can be reached, please 
feel free to call Nancy Hill at 724-
929-9738 or the office at 724-929-4696 during regular 
hours (10-2 M-F). 

WEBSITE  

SPONSORS  
THANK YOU FOR YOUR  

PATRONAGE! 

 

JANUARY  &  FEBRUARY ð   

 

The Kander Family 

Rose, Linda, Ron and Amy 

DEADLINE  
 

MARCH  ð  APRIL  

ISSUE 

IS SUNDAY,  

FEBRUARY 19TH 

2012 ALTAR FLOWERS  

 

Do you want to remember a special date or 

person?   Why not do it with flowers?  

Altar flower vases add beauty to the front 

of the sanctuary as well as brighten the 

day!  Price of each vase is $10.  Call the 

office if you are interested in purchasing 

one.   

NEEDED:   

2012  

NEWSLETTER  

SPONSORS  
 

Now is the time to reserve your sponsorship for 2012.  
Why not highlight a special event in your life or  

dedicate sponsorship to your loved ones.   
 

Contact Cathy at the office to  
reserve your date.   

(724) 929-4696 
DONATION: $60.00 

CONSIDER BEING  

A WEBSITE  

SPONSOR FOR  

2012!  
 

       Itôs time to reserve your date.  

Have you considered what a great 

outreach tool our website is in reach-

ing our friends and relatives who are 

away from us in other states and even locally.  Please help 

support this tool by contacting Bev Hazlett or Cathy in the 

office to reserve your date(s).   DONATION:  $35.00 

BABY BAPTISM 
 

 On Sunday, November 

27th, Ray Thomas Gilchrist was 

baptized during the morning wor-

ship service.  Rayôs parents are 

Laura and Thomas Gilchrist.  Ray is 

the grandson of Craig and Vickie 

Gilchrist and Shelby and Sue Fergu-

son.  His family line goes back five 

generations.  May God richly bless Ray and his extended 

family. 
 
 On Sunday, December 11th, Katelyn Renee Mat-

tay was baptized during the worship service.  Katie is the 

daughter of Cheryl and Adam Mattay.  She also has a big 

brother named Logan.  May God continue to  bless Katie 

and her family. 
 
  Please keep all of these families in your continued 

prayer as their church family.   

 

  

 MANY THANKS TO 

THE KENNEDY  

FAMILY FOR  

SPONSORING THE 

JANUARY-FEBRUARY 

NEWSLETTER 



The season 
of love  

WRITTEN IN RED  

By Cindy Hess Kasper 
 

READ:  1 John 4:7-19 
 

ñGod has sent His only begotten 
Son into the world, that we might 

live through Him.ò   
1 John 4:9 

 
 My first Bible was printed mostly in black 
type, but some of its words were in red.   It didnôt 
take me long to discover that the ones in red had 
been spoken by Jesus. 
 
 More than 100 years ago, a man named 
Louis Klopsch published the first ñred-letterò Bible.  
As he thought about Jesusô words in Luke 22:20, 
ñThis cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is 
shed for you,ò he purposely used blood-red ink to call 
specific attention to His words. 
 
 The words of the Bible are priceless to us 
because they tell of the ñlove letterò God sent 2,000 
years ago in the Person of His Son (1 John 4:10). 
 
 Jesusô purpose in coming to earth as a Man 
was to die, to be sacrificed, to give His life for ours.  
Godôs plan was written in red ð written with ñthe pre-
cious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish 
and without spotò (1 Peter 1:19). 
 
 Those of us who have accepted Godôs gift of 
love are called to be ñlettersò to those who donôt 
know Him.  We are epistles of Christ ñwritten not with 
ink but by the Spirit of the living Godò (2 Cor. 3:3). 
 
 Long before a day in February was set aside 
to celebrate love, the world received a love letter ð 
and that changed everything (John 3:16). 
 
If youôd like to know the love of God the Father, 

Come to Him through Jesus Christ, His loving Son; 
Heôll forgive your sins and save your soul forever, 
And youôll love forevermore this faithful One.  

ð Felten  
 

Nothing speaks more clearly of Godôs love than 
the cross of Jesus Christ. 

(Copied from the Daily Bread devotional.) 

THE WITNESS 
 
    Years ago, after folk-music trio 
Peter, Paul and Mary performed in 
Texas, a teenager approached 
Noel Paul Stookey backstage. 
      
     ñI want to talk to you about the Lord,ò the boy 
said.  ñWe ought to have a word of prayer.ò 
 
     After praying, the boy put the musician on the 
spot by telling God, ñNoel wants to talk with you.ò 
 
     All Stookey could bring himself to pray was, ñIôm 
sorry.ò  Through those words, he admitted heôd 
failed to honor God with his life.  He was repenting 
and soon became a Christian. 
 
     Stookey said that experience made him a new 
person.  ñYou cannot change a man from the inside 
out and not have it affect everything in his life,ò  he 
said. 
 

     INVINCIBLE LOVE 

 
     In their book Falling in Love 
With Jesus, Dee Brestin and 
Kathy Troccoli compare the 
stages of marriage to a relationship with Jesus.   All 
relationships, they write, go through three stages:  
first love, wilderness love and invincible love.  Mary 
of Bethany, for example, experienced first love 
when she couldnôt tear herself away from Jesus 
while her sister Martha toiled.  Then, when Maryôs 
brother Lazarus died, she felt wilderness love, 
ñclinging to [Jesus] in the wounds of life.ò  Finally, 
Mary expressed overflowing invincible love as she 
poured her perfume and tears on Jesusô feet, wiping 
them with her hair. 
  
    Brestin and Troccoli say most Christians never 
arrive at the final stage.  ñThey simply have an oc-
casional rendezvous with the One who used to be 
the Love of their life.ò  But nothing can compare to a 
ñtender, mature, invincible love with Jesus.ò                                  



January 1 ð Blake Herron 

                  April Kolick  

January 2 ð Natalie Longnecker 

January 3 ð Hannah Bennett 

January 4 ð Jessica Marcavitch 

January 6 ð Diana McCallum 

                  Shelly Snyder 

                  Laurie Valdiserri 

January 7 ð William Ferencz 

                  Timothy Zeffe 

January 8 ð Jason Davis 

                  Tyler Zelenski 

January 9 ð Margie Drazba 

                   Bentley Hill 

                   Darlene Skobel 

January 13 ð Larry Snyder 

January 14 ð Jennifer Herron 

January 15 ð Shane Davis 

                    Sue Ferguson 

                    Robert Johnston 

                    Dr. Mike Mendicino 

January 16 ð Trenton Hawk 

                     Shannon Skobel 

January 17 ð Sam Cover 

January 18 ð Michael Mendicino 

January 19 ð Frank Reppert 

January 20 ð Mark Johnston 

                     Justin Nagy 

January 21 ð Frances Jones 

                    Mark Perry 

January 23 ð John Bakewell 

                    Jeffrey Pendo 

January 24 ð Shawn Pendo 

January 25 ð Christian Labash 

January 26 ð Tony Fronzaglio 

                     Linda Pendo 

                    Mollie Thompson 

                    John Yankel 

January 27 ð Brian Baker 

  Nichole Cardinale 

                     Nichole Jones 

January 28 ð Jacob Zelenski 

January 31 ð Shelby Jones 

February 1 ð Debbie Blair 

February 3 ð Joseph Schickel 

February 6 ð Mathieu Sliva 

                    Jeremy Yakel 

February 7 ð Laura Gilchrist 

                    Margaret Huscroft 

February 9 ð Wyatt Zarichnak 

February 10 ð Doris Nelson 

                      Shirley Savarno 

February 11 ð Ron Whyel 

February 12 ð Taylor Kohr 

February 14 ð Kathy Ballentyne 

February 15 ð Wendy Kennedy 

                      Elliot Lenhart 

                      Kaitlin Protin 

                      Janice Shutterly 

February 16 ð Shane Hill 

February 18 ð Tony Canzonieri 

                      Noah Parsons 

February 19 ð Tamera Hill 

                      Peg Moran 

   Tyler Shutterly 

February 20 ð Logan Mattay 

                      Alisha Weightman 

February 21 ð Taylor Gilchrist 

                      Tyler Gilchrist 

                      Mandy Sliva 

February 22 ð Barb Hess 

                      Isaac Pope 

February 23 ð Lauri Pavtis 

February 24 ð John Chalfant 

                      Rob Kennedy 

               Amy Lynne Smaracheck 

                      Makenna Staffen 

                      Arlene Weitz 

February 25 ð Connor Shutterly 

February 26 ð Mia Hooper 

February 27 ð Eric Allison 

                      Olivia Dunmeyer 

                      Hayden Sliva 

January 31 ð Anthony Sawa 

                    Lorraine Stickel 

WINTER IS A SHOWCASE  
By Linda C. Grazulis 

 

In Winter the worldôs a showcase 
For ice and fallen snow, 

Folks venture forth from home and 
hearth 

Covered from head down to each 
toe. 

In every yard there seems to be  
A snowman with a carrot nose, 
A hunk of coal for each eye ð 
Yet soon heôll melt, thatôs how it 

goes! 
A frozen pond for skating,  

A slope of snow for skiers, too, 
Sledding for the children 

To chase away Winter blues. 
 

The creatures of the woodland 
Decide to hibernate  

óCause Nature has a certain way 
Of making critters wait.  

Footprints dot the snow-filled valley 
And deer leap from tree to tree,  

They nibble on the branches 
And nestle in fallen leaves. 
For Winter is a showcase 

And I pray for all mankind to see  
These beautiful collections 

Designed by God for you and me. 

 



PERSONAL CARE HOMES  

 

Peg Moran  

Country Care Manor 
205 Coldrens Road 
Fayette City, PA 15438 
 
Doris Gates  

Thorpeôs Personal Care Home 
400 Olive Avenue 
Charleroi, PA  15022 
 
Jean Kolessar  

Adult Assisted Living Home 
2218, Route 88 
Dunlevy, PA  15432 
 

Arlene Weitz  

Meadowcrest Nursing Center 
1200 Braun Road 
Bethel Park, PA  15102 

 
 

***************  
 

HOMEBOUND  

 

Jim Hamilton  

1101 Williams Drive 
Belle Vernon, PA 15012 
 
Robert Klanchar  

206 Grove Avenue 
Belle Vernon, PA 15012 
 
George Leasure  

235 Vernon Avenue 
Belle Vernon, PA 15012 
 
Berneil Lewis  

611 Henry Street 
Belle Vernon, PA 15012 
 
Marty Martinosky  

229 Vernon Avenue 
Belle Vernon, PA 15012 

Doris Nelson  

317 Wellness Way, Apt. 134 
Washington, PA  15301 

 

Frank Reppert  

121 Homewood Avenue 

Belle Vernon, PA 15012 

 

Jeanne Thompson  

206 Henry Street 

Belle Vernon, PA  15012 

 

THOSE IN THE MILITARY  

 

PFC Canzonieri, Allen (New)  

6363 Flatrock Road Apt. 65 

Columbus, GA 31907 

 

Michael Ferencz (New)  

344 St. Thomas Dr. Apt. B 

Newport News, VA 23606 

 

TSgt Eric S. Hill (New)  

CPSC #3    Box 3354 

APOAP 96266 

 

Howard Hill  

7402 Paxton Drive 

Fayetteville, NC  28303 

 

Ryan Hill  

2997 Creel Court 

Wood Bridge, VA  22192 

 

SPC Schomer, Jared T.  

4 IBCT F Company I-28 INF 

Fort Riley, KS  66442 

 

Sean Winterbottom  

715 S. Rosemont Rd. # B 

Virginia Beach, VA 23452-4023 

A NEW YEARôS BLESSING 
ð Author Unknown 

 

May God make your year a happy 
one! 

Not by shielding you from all sorrow 
and pain, 

But by strengthening you to bear it as 
it comes;  

Not by making your path easy, 
But my making you sturdy to travel 

any path; 
Not by taking hardships from you,  
But by taking fear from your heart;  

Not by granting you unbroken  
sunshine,  

But by keeping your face bright, even 
in the shadows; 

Not by making your life always  
pleasant,  

But by showing you when people and 
their causes need you most, 

And by making you anxious to be 
there to help.  

Godôs love, peace, hope and joy to 
you for the year ahead. 

 


